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• Definition of who qualifies as (AI/AN) influences the 
funding programs and policies available to Indian 
Country

• Inaccurate identification of AI/AN students can also 
present serious noncompliance issues with the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964.

Why Is This Important?
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Challenge:
Current AI/AN Definitions Fall Short

Hispanic/Latino & 

AI/AN

23%

Two or More 

Races

34%

AI/AN 

Alone

43%

Source: Mackety, Ebarb, & Zenone (2012) 

Not Counted



•Historical context

•Current Office of Management and Budget 

(OMB) definition

• South American Indians included

• Recent public comments taken

•Need for active engagement and 
consultation

Definitions of AI/AN Students



Definitions of AI/AN Students

Department of Education A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North and South America 
(including Central America), and who maintains tribal affiliation or community 
attachment.

Title VI- Indian Education 
Formula Grant

(1) A member (as defined by the Indian tribe or band) of an Indian tribe or band … 
including any tribe or bands terminated since 1940, and those recognized by 
the State in which the tribe or band reside; or 

(2) a descendent in the first or second degree (parent or grandparent) as 
described in (1); or 

(3) considered by the Secretary of the Interior to be an Indian for any purpose; or
(4) an Eskimo or Aleut or other Alaska Native; or 
(5) a member of an organized Indian group that received a grant under the Indian 

Education Act of 1988 as it was in effect October 19, 1994.

Johnson-O’Malley Funding Eligible students are Indian students, from age 3 years through grade(s) 12, except 
those who are enrolled in Bureau or sectarian-operated schools, if they are one-
fourth (1⁄4) or more degree Indian blood and recognized by the Secretary as being 

eligible for Bureau services.

Title VII- Impact Aid A local educational agency that claims children residing on Indian lands for the 
purpose of receiving funds under section 8003 shall establish policies and 
procedures …



• Varying definitions

• Accurate data and information systems

• Determination of funding/budgets

• Eligibility for programs and services

Impact of Education Systems on Native Students

Impedes on Civil Rights



Impedes Tribal sovereignty
• Fiduciary responsibility

• Government-to-government 
relationship

• Accountability

Within public school systems
• Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 

tribal consultation (state and district) 
requirement

• Accountability for well-being of tribal 
members

Implications for Tribal Nations



Group Discussion

•What are some ways this issue 
impacts your students, program, 

and/or community?



Native education 
program

Case Studies: 
Highline Public Schools

Problems caused 
by definition

Actions to improve



Counting Native 
college students

Case Studies: 
Washington State University

Problems caused 
by data collection

Actions to improve



Example: Higher Education



AI/AN only

AI/NA + Latino

AI/NA + another race(s)

Washington State University Self Identified Students Fall 2017

Tribal Membership Status

Enrolled tribal members
Descendants



• Advocate for federal change

• Encourage definition alignment 

• Improve data reporting systems

How Can Tribal Leaders Help?





Example: Local Education Agency



Group Activity 20 minutes

Goal: To model strategies to help 
your organization ensure your 
AI/NA students are counted   

Instructions:
1. Divide by type or organization following the stic ky 

notepads on the wall
2. Brainstorm strategies
3. Assess the impact
4. Identify action steps
5. Commit and set action plan



Group Activity

1. Choose your strategies
Select two strategies your team can advocate for or implement

2. Assess the impact
Determine how the strategies will impact your students, program, 
and/or community

3. Identify the steps
List the action items needed to engage the strategy

4. Set an action plan
Create a timeline for the steps and decide who will do each step



Group Share Out



Final Thoughts



Resources 

educationnorthwest.org/native



Education Northwest

101 SW Main Street Suite 500

Portland, OR 97204-3213

1.800.547.6339

@educationnorthwest

www.educationnorthwest.org

Contact Us

@educationnw



About REL Northwest

Education Northwest

101 SW Main Street Suite 500

Portland, OR 97204-3213

1.800.547.6339

@educationnorthwest

www.educationnorthwest.org

@educationnw

RELs partner with practitioners and 
policymakers to use data and 
evidence to help solve educational 
problems that impede student 
success. We do this by:

• Conducting rigorous research and 
data analysis

• Delivering customized training, 
coaching, and technical support

• Providing engaging learning 
opportunities


