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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good morning and welcome.  This morning’s webinar is brought to you by the U.S. Department of Education’s Region 10 Equity Assistance Center, housed at Education Northwest in Portland, Oregon.  



Welcome and Background 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
My role at Education Northwest includes leading professional learning and system improvement work for schools, districts and states in the Pacific Northwest and beyond.  We don’t often talk abut access to high quality literacy instruction as a key civil rights issue—it is. My name is Erin Lolich. I provide leadership around curriculum and instruction and school change at Education Northwest, with a focus on literacy and equity. My career highlights include elementary teaching, school district administration, and leading statewide professional learning projects. 




About You 

• In the chat box, please share your: 
– Name  
– Role 
– A defining part of your culture 

For example: I’m a middle-class white 
woman who rides bikes. 

–  What brought you here today 



Purpose 

Examine the intersection of CCSS ELA Shift 
#1 and the foundations of culturally 
responsive practice 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re here today to discuss the first of three Common Core English Language Arts shifts: Regular practice with complex texts and their academic language. Our focus will be on implications and applications for K-5. How do we address this shift with a focus on culturally responsive practice?



The Big Picture  

Culturally Responsive Common Core 

Who & 
How 

Why 
What  

Text Complexity 

Academic Language Your Culture 

Students’ Cultures 

Well-Educated,  
Diverse Citizens 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of us like to start with the big picture, so here it is: First, the why. I have a feeling that if you’ve joined this webinar, you’re already pretty clear about why we need a culturally responsive framework for the Common Core.  But just in case, I’ll review a few whys.  Next, the what.  Shift 2 focuses on text complexity and academic language.  We’ll go in to depth about what the authors of the common core meant by each of those terms.  Finally, who and how.  We can’t get to the how until we know our students.  And before we know our students, we must know ourselves.  So we’ll do a bit to unpack culture, then we’ll get into practical applications.  



Why 

4th Grade NAEP  
Reading Achievement 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In a nutshell, most of our students are of color, while most of our teachers are white. Similarly, are students are increasingly diverse. Without an intentional examination of race, culture, and language, educators and school systems are likely to unintentionally perpetuate institutional inequities.  As our students become more diverse, the data remain the same.  Here’s a snapshot of the National Assessment of Educational Progress.  Over the past three years, our white and Asian students outperform our multiracial, native, black and Hispanic students on 4th grade reading measures.  



Why 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Finally, here’s my why.  My niece Valentine will enter public kindergarten here in Oregon next year. She’s female, multiracial, and low-income.  Based on those three indicators, we can predict how she’ll do in school, and it’s not pretty.  My why is to end the predictability of poor outcomes based on demographics for Valentine and every other child.   



What: Text Complexity 

Text 
Complexity 

qualitative 

reader 
& task 

quantitative 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Text complexity, or the difficulty level of a reading passage, is composed of three elements: qualitative, quantitative, and reader and task. Let’s take a closer look at each.



What: Unpacking Text 
Complexity 

Qualitative 

style 

vocabulary 

figurative 
language 

structure 

maturity 
of themes 

context 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If we examine the story Goodnight Moon through a qualitative lens, we’ll find a predictable rhyme scheme and repetition of words and phrases and pictures that provide context. A few pieces that add complexity to this text are fantasy “the cow jumping over the moon” and a vocabulary word like “mush” which probably deserves a quick definition. 



What: Unpacking Text 
Complexity 

Quantitative  

word 
length & 

frequency 

sentence 
length 

text 
length 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When we plug the text of Goodnight Moon into an online calculator, it has 131 words, many of which repeat. It has phrases, not sentences, and it’s grade level equivalent is 1.8.



What: Unpacking Text 
Complexity 

Reader 
& Task 

reader’s 
skill & 

knowledge 

purpose of 
academic 

task 
text used 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reader and Task compares the skills of the reader, difficulty of the text, and the difficulty of the related lesson.  A third grader should  be able to easily read Goodnight Moon, so a challenging lesson would be appropriate.  I might base a lesson off of the standards “Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections” and use Goodnight Moon as my text.



Chat Box 

What challenges do you face around text 
complexity? 



What: Academic Language 

Academic 
Language 

vocabulary 
used across 
disciplines 

language 
used to 

inform and 
persuade 

Vocabulary 
used 

across 
disciplines

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I think about academic language as the convergence of vocabulary used across disciplines and the language students are expected to use to inform and persuade.



What: Unpacking Academic 
Language  

Vocabulary 
Used 

Across 
Disciplines 

“Tier II” 

high 
frequency 

in academic 
contexts 

 
 

Tier I: 
car, snow  

 
snow Tier II:  

analyze, 
industrious 

Tier III: isotope, 
parabola 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Vocabulary used across disciplines refers to sophisticated words likely to be encountered throughout the school day, sometimes called “Tier II vocabulary.”  Most elementary students know the words car and snow without explicit teaching.  They will learn words like isotope and parabola in the context of science or math lessons, but most educated folks don’t use the words isotope or parabola throughout their day.  Analyze and industrious, on the other hand, will be used often and are hard to learn from context—they will likely require explicit instruction.  For those of trying to make connections between vocabulary tiers and RTI tiers, they do not connect.




What: Unpacking Academic 
Language  

Language 
Used To 

Inform or 
Persuade 

reading 

writing 

speaking 

listening 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The terms inform and persuade are found across all four literacy domains, across all grades in the anchor standards.



Chat Box 

What excites or confuses you about 
academic language? 



The Big Picture  

Culturally Responsive Common Core 

Who & 
How 

Why 
What  

Text Complexity 

Academic Language Your Culture 

Students’ Cultures 

Well-
Educated,  
Diverse 
Citizens 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’ve discussed the why and what; let’s move on to the who and the how.



Who and How: Culture 

Culture 

your 
culture 

applying 
students’ 

cultures to 
tasks 

your 
students’ 
cultures 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that we’ve unpacked Shift 1: regular practice with complex texts and their academic language, let’s dive into what it means to be culturally responsive.  Folks who study and teach culturally responsive practice agree that before they can meet students where they are at, educators must know their own culture.  So these three are sequential: first your culture, then your students, then we pull it all together.  



Who and How: Unpacking Your 
Culture 

Your 
Culture 

read 

reflect 

discuss 

explore 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So how do we as educators unpack our culture?  Usually it takes a combination of reading, reflecting, discussing, and exploring.  If you don’t think you have a culture, what makes you uncomfortable?  Is it going to another part of town or another country?  Is it when someone is in your space?  Therein lies your culture, your beliefs, values, interests, behaviors and habits that are often shaped by where and how you grew up and your family.  



Who and How: Unpacking Your 
Students’ Cultures 

Your 
Students’ 
Cultures 

home visits 

community 
partnerships  

cultural 
homework 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notice students and cultures are both plural-that is intentional.  Each student has their own unique culture; that’s what makes being culturally responsive so tricky—it takes time and work! Here are a few ways to learn more about your students.  Home visits (you’ll find a protocol for this in the resources at the end of the webinar), and giving student cultural assignments like interviewing family or neighbors, getting to know culturally specific groups in the neighborhood.   



Who and How: Applying 
Students’ Cultures to Tasks 

Applying 
Students’ 

Cultures to 
Tasks 

draw curriculum 
from students’ 

histories, 
interests, 
families 

embed multiple 
perspectives 

model & 
practice code 

switching 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that you have a richer understanding of your culture and that of your students, it’s time to fold this information into your content and instructional strategies.  If you’re teaching social studies and only one perspective is being shared, pull in primary source documents from other sources.  Ask students’ families to guest teach, ask students which topics they’d like to explore.  Model and practice “code switching” or switching from student dialect to academic discourse.  Start the day with “Good Morning, Scholars” instead of “Hey, you guys”.  Trust me, it’s an attention grabber.   



Text 
Complexity 

provide choices 
that reflect 
students’ 

cultures and 
home languages 

use a variety of 
texts and media 

forms (e.g. music 
videos, graphic 

novels) 

Use text just 
out of 

students’ 
comfort 

zones 

model, teach, 
& practice 

questioning, 
inferencing & 
summarizing 

How: Text Complexity + Culture 

cluster texts 
across genres 
with similar 

themes  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How do we make text complexity culturally responsive?  Use texts that reflect students’ cultures, and when possible, home languages.  What are you students into?  Music videos? Graphic novels?  The Common Core is clear that multimedia is important, we can expand beyond James and the Giant Peach. Remember that text complexity is about steadily increasing the challenge over the course of the year, and that you’ll need to model questioning, inferencing and summarizing.  Finally cluster texts across genres with similar themes (build from easier to harder) and compare structure, vocabulary, etc.




How: Academic Language + 
Culture 

Academic 
Language 

model 
academic 
discourse 

teach 
vocabulary 

routines 

prompts & 
sentence 
frames  

use visuals 
and home 
languages 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How do we make academic language culturally responsive? Model academic discourse, and the rules around code switching.  Teach Tier II words in vocabulary routines (resources to follow). Use prompts and sentence frames and other structures to practice dialogue.  Pair academic language with visuals and home languages.  




What Else? 

What other strategies have you found 
effective for building text complexity and 
academic language using your students’ 
cultural assets? 



The Big Picture  

Culturally Responsive Common Core 

Who & 
How 

Why 
What  

Text Complexity 

Academic Language Your Culture 

Students’ Cultures 

Well-Educated,  
Diverse Citizens 



Chat Box 

• What did you learn about today that you 
will try? (for example, a principal might 
start with a needs assessment) 

• What do want to know more about? 



Thank you! 

@erinlolich 
 
Erin.Lolich@educationnorthwest.org 
 
Upcoming Webinars: tinyurl.com/zur9vjn 
 
Shift 2: Reading, Writing, and Speaking Grounded in Evidence 
From Literary and Informational Texts 

 May 11, 2016, 10:00–11:00 a.m. Pacific Daylight Time 
 

Shift 3: Building Knowledge Through Content-Rich Nonfiction 
 May 17, 2016, 2:00–3:00 p.m. Pacific Daylight Time 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Region 10 EAC has 9 webinars coming up in May and early June, including Shifts 2 and 3, which will build upon this webinar.  



Resources & References 

Teaching Channel Analyzing Point of View: Grades 3-5 
tinyurl.com/gulkcqx 
 
Teaching Channel Informational Texts Grade 2 
tinyurl.com/zu77ce5 
 
Teaching Channel Speaking & Listening with ELLs  
tinyurl.com/glpkar6 
 
Teaching Channel Text Complexity 
tinyurl.com/d57ylhf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Resources & References 
Common Core Standards Appendix A 
tinyurl.com/66n79bz 
 
Cutting to the Common Core: Disrupting Discourse by Kinsella 
tinyurl.com/z7ywnnl 
 
Choosing Words to Teach by Beck, McKeown & Kucan 
tinyurl.com/gllmdxx 
 
Nationalequityproject.org 
 
PBS Race: The Power of an Illusion 
tinyurl.com/b3xq 
 
Home Visit Guide 
tinyurl.com/zbd6bq8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Resources & References 

Hammond, A. (2014). Culturally responsive teaching 
and the brain: Promoting authentic engagement 
and rigor among culturally and linguistically diverse 
students. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin. 

Irving, D. (2014). Waking up white, and finding myself 
in the story of race. Chicago, IL: Elephant Room. 

West, C. (1994). Race matters. New York, NY: 
Vintage. 
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