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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good morning and welcome from Education Northwest in Portland, Oregon. This morning’s webinar is brought to you by the U.S. Department of Education’s Region 10 Equity Assistance Center. 



Welcome and Background 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’m Erin Lolich and I’ll be your friendly presenter today.  My role at Education Northwest includes leading professional learning and system improvement work for schools, districts and states in the Pacific Northwest and beyond. My background includes elementary teaching, school district administration, and leading statewide professional learning projects. 



About You 

In the chat box, please share your: 
• Name  
• Role 
• The best nonfiction text you’ve read lately 



Quick Recap of Webinars 1 and 2  

Culturally Responsive Common Core 

Who & 
How 

Why 
What  

Text Complexity 

Academic Language Your Culture 

Students’ Cultures 

Well-Educated,  
Diverse Citizens 

Read carefully  
and answer 
text-dependent  
questions 
 
Write to inform and 
persuade based 
on evidence 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This webinar is the 3rd in a 3-part series.  Last week I presented on the second ELA shift: reading carefully and answering text dependent questions, and writing to inform and persuade.  I dedicated much of the first webinar to unpacking teacher and student culture, so if you missed either, you are welcome to visit our website for the archived webinars.  



Purpose 

Examine the intersection of CCSS ELA Shift 
#3 and the foundations of culturally 
responsive practice 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re here today to discuss the third of three Common Core English Language Arts shifts: Building Knowledge through Content-rich Nonfiction with a focus on elementary students. How do we address this shift in a culturally responsive way?



The Big Picture  

Culturally Responsive Common Core 

Who & 
How 

Why 
What  

Your culture 

Students’ cultures 

Well-educated, 
diverse citizens 
prepared for the 
reading and writing 
demands of 
college and the Building 
workplace knowledge  

through 
content-rich 
nonfiction 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s our big picture organizer.  Our “why” is well-educated, diverse citizens prepared for the demands of college and the workplace. The what, Shift 3, is to build student knowledge through content-rich non fiction.  Now more than ever, we want students to learn about the world through reading—books, magazines, multimedia—these are all content-rich nonfiction sources. Then, who and how. Teaching in a culturally responsive manner means we have to know our students—their families, cultures and interests. We also have to know ourselves as educators—what informs our beliefs and practices. Today we will quickly discuss unpacking culture; then we’ll get into practical applications. 



Why 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I want her to be my doctor, my lawyer, my accountant, or anything else she wants to be. Given the course work and daily work of those three professions, she will need to be a strong reader of content-rich nonfiction.



Please respond in the chat box 

Make a list of everything you’ve read today.  
How much of it was nonfiction? 



What: Building Knowledge  
through Content-rich Nonfiction 

 
 

• 4 hours 29 minutes 

• 2 hours 21 minutes 

• 1 hour 13 minutes 

• Fewer than 4 minutes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
2010 Kaiser Family foundation study: The average child in the United States spends roughly 4 hours and 29 minutes a day watching TV, 2 hours and 31 minutes listening to music, and 1 hour and 13 minutes playing video games. And how much of their leisure time to do they spend reading nonfiction? Less than 4 minutes a day.



What: Building Knowledge  
through Content-rich Nonfiction 

Grade Literary Information 

4 50% 50% 

8 45% 55% 

12 30% 70% 

Distribution of Literary and Informational Passages by 
Grade in the 2009 NAEP Reading Framework 
 

(2008). Reading framework for the 2009 National Assessment of Educational Progress. Washington, DC: 
U.S. Government Printing Office. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember this is the sum of student reading-not the sum of reading in ELA.  Given that, are your students engaged in reading non-fiction half the time they are at school?  Are they building background knowledge in social studies, science, health, music, and art through non-fiction?  Have they been taught the skills to navigate non-fiction?



Please respond in the chat box 

What percentage of student reading is 
nonfiction in your classroom or school? 
 
If it is out of balance (50%/50%), what do 
you need to bring it into balance? 



What: Building Knowledge  
through Content-rich Nonfiction 
“… healthy diet of rich, high-quality, and appropriately 
complex texts across all genres. And the truth is, 
whether teachers spend 20 or 90 percent of their time 
teaching nonfiction will matter very little if the texts 
students study aren’t worthy of reading and analysis.” 
 
–Kathleen Porter Magee 
 
Source: http://edexcellence.net/commentary/education-gadfly-daily/common-
core-watch/2012/how-the-nonfiction-backlash-could-derail-common-core-ela-
implementation.html 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Texts must be clear, engaging and thought-provoking.  As usual, how we teach matters as much as what we teach.



What: Building Knowledge  
through Content-rich Nonfiction 
• Builds background knowledge 
• Potential to tap students’ interests 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s what excites me about shift 3.  Nonfiction builds background knowledge—which is key for dual language learners and students who live in poverty.  And it taps into students’ interests. Have you ever met an elementary-aged boy who is reluctant to read until he realizes it’s the gateway to learning more about [fill in an animal or adventure sport here].  So as a strategy to get at equitable reading outcomes, this shift is gold.



The Big Picture  

Culturally Responsive Common Core 

Who & 
How 

Why 
What  

Your culture 

Students’ cultures 

Well-educated, 
diverse citizens 
prepared for the 
reading and writing 
demands of 
college and the Building 
workplace knowledge  

through 
content-rich 
nonfiction 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ve discussed why and what; now we are moving on to who and how.



Culture 

your 
culture 

applying 
students’ 
cultures 
to tasks 

your 
students’ 
cultures 

Who and How: Culture 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The basic framework here is to know your own culture and that of your students.  For more on this, visit the 1st and 2nd webinars in this series, archived on the Education Northwest website.  



Who and How: Applying 
Students’ Cultures to Tasks 

Applying 
Students’ 
Cultures 
to Tasks 

draw non-
fiction texts 

from students’ 
histories, 
interests, 
families 

embed 
multiple 

perspectives 

partner with 
secondary 
schools or 
community 

organizations to 
write culturally 
relevant non-

fiction 

Text Sets: books and 
videos sequenced to 
build background 
knowledge and text 
complexity  
 
http://achievethecore.org 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you know your students, their families, cultures and interests, you are ready to find text sets.  Text sets are a variety of nonfiction books, articles and videos, curated to build students’ background knowledge about a particular topic (for instance, tornadoes might be the topic) while gradually building text complexity.  Achieve the Core has done much of this work for us; you can find text sets on their site by grade level and topic.  They’ve even listed websites for free resources and the price of texts listed.   

http://achievethecore.org/
http://achievethecore.org/
http://achievethecore.org/


Who and How: Text Sets 

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s what a 2nd and 3rd grade text set looks like. The topic here is building a house. Book titles, a poem and articles about building houses are all listed. Notice they are developed by teachers and school districts.



Who and How: Teach Nonfiction 
Text Structures 

Sections of a 
Textbook Visual Cues Graphic 

Elements 

• Table of contents 
• Glossary 
• Index 

• Titles and 
headings 

• Bold print 
• Bullets 

• Maps, graphics, 
and pictures 

• Sidebars 
• Captions 

 
 

Source: www.readingrockets.org/article/increasing-ell-student-reading-
comprehension-non-fiction-text  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kathleen Porter magee writes that “teaching nonfiction will matter very little if the texts students study aren’t worthy of reading and analysis.” I would add that giving students engaging nonfiction is fruitless without explicit instruction in how to make sense of the texts.  Students will need mini-lessons on how text books are organized, what text features mean, and how to read the graphics.  



Who and How: Use Graphic Organizers to 
Support Student Learning as They Read 
Content-rich Nonfiction 

What was 
said? 

How was it 
said? 

What does it 
mean? 

Academic 
Vocabulary, 
Visual Cues, 

Graphic 
Elements 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
That instruction in how text books are organized, what text features mean, and how to read the graphics should be paired with graphic organizers that students use consistently when they read nonfiction.  A basic graphic organizer might follow the same structure as close reading:  1st read: what is said? 2nd read: how is it said? 3rd read: what does it mean?  Then check for: academic vocabulary, visual cues and graphic elements.  



Please respond in the chat box 

What other strategies have you found 
effective for building student content 
knowledge through nonfiction? 



Culturally Responsive Common Core 

Who & 
How 

Why 
What  

Your culture 

Students’ cultures 

Well-educated, 
diverse citizens 
prepared for the 
reading and writing 
demands of 
college and the Building 
workplace knowledge  

through 
content-rich 
nonfiction 

The Big Picture  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s one last recap of the big picture. Our “why” is well-educated, diverse citizens prepared for the demands of college and the workplace. The what, Shift 3, is to build student knowledge through content-rich non fiction. We want students to learn about the world through reading—books, magazines, Third, who and how. Teaching in a culturally responsive manner means we have to know our students—their families, cultures and interests. We also have to know ourselves as educators—what informs our beliefs and practices. Content-rich nonfiction has the potential to engage sometimes disengaged readers: dual language learners, students in poverty, and boys in particular.  But by tapping into their interests and teaching specific nonfiction reading strategies and using graphic organizers, we can build the background knowledge of all of our students.   



Resources and References 
• Common Core Standards Appendix A 

tinyurl.com/66n79bz 
• www.ascd.org/publications/educational-

leadership/dec12/vol70/num04/Nonfiction-Reading-Promotes-
Student-Success.aspx 

• www.readingrockets.org/article/increasing-ell-student-reading-
comprehension-non-fiction-text 

• Achievethecore.org 
• Nationalequityproject.org 
• PBS Race: The Power of an Illusion 

tinyurl.com/b3xq 
• Home Visit Guide 

tinyurl.com/zbd6bq8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Thank you! 
@erinlolich 
 
Erin.Lolich@educationnorthwest.org 
 
Upcoming Equity Assistance Center Webinars: 
tinyurl.com/zur9vjn 

 

Please fill out the feedback form: 
http://goo.gl/forms/wf7zKa1Sv0 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Region 10 EAC has several more webinars coming up in May and early June, check out our website for the topics and schedule.  Please visit me on twitter aterinlolich, or email me.   I’d love your feedback, click the url in the chatbox to fill out a quick feedback form.  Many thanks for joining me.

http://goo.gl/forms/wf7zKa1Sv0
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